PALM BEACH VETERINARY SOCIETY POSITION STATEMENT ON MANDATORY SPAY/NEUTERING AND BREEDER LICENSING
The veterinarians who are members of the Palm Beach Veterinary Society oppose mandatory spaying and neutering and feel that the county’s tax dollars can be spent in better ways to help with the problem of pet overpopulation.

1. History has shown us that mandatory spay/neuter and breeder licensing laws do not work. What does work is education, better shelter policies, and low cost spay/neuter programs. Look at other counties that tried to implement this:

Montgomery Co., MD – “rescinded it’s breeding licensing ordinance after the Office of Legislative Oversight pronounced it a failure in the stated objective of increasing spay/neuter procedures and blamed it as a direct cause of a 50% drop in licensing compliance.” While it was difficult to measure the change in the population of altered animals since the number of licensed pets was not maintained, OLO found no evidence of an appreciable increase in spay/neuter procedures either from a survey of veterinarians in the county or from participation in the county’s low cost spay/neuter program. 

Higher fees and stiffer penalties for unaltered licenses did not encourage owners to alter their pets. In fact, the significantly higher fees for unaltered licenses appear to have created a disincentive for owners to license their pets.

Camden, NJ, Montgomery Co., MD and Ft. Worth, TX are communities that abolished the so-called “spay or pay” laws- those that require a substantially higher license fee for pets not neutered or spayed. Positive incentive offering programs, which assist the public to alter their pets, show more successful results. Local governments have realized that these laws do not stop indiscriminant mating, yet unfairly tax responsible hobby breeders, of pedigreed cats/purebred dogs. 

2.    Implement measures to help decrease overpopulation/euthanasia:

· Public awareness. Educate the public on the benefits of spaying and neutering (less tendency for pets to want to roam, decreased chance of certain cancers such as mammary gland, prostate, ovarian and testicular cancer), helps to make pets with better temperaments, especially male dogs that have aggression issues).
· Stop importing animals from other states and countries which oversaturated the problem.
· Increase spay/neuter shuttles and make public aware of them. People need to understand that this is a safe procedure now due to the best anesthetics, anesthesia monitoring devices, and pain management.

· Work on increasing adoptions (advertisement such as the Humane Society of the United States has been doing).

A study printed in the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association determined that the following factors increase the chance that a dog will be surrendered to a shelter:

1. Lack of veterinary care.

2. Dog obtained at little or no cost.

3. Dog lives mostly outside.
4. Dog needs more care and attention than expected.

5. Family is divorcing or moving.

6. Family has changed financial circumstances.

7. Dog is noisy, destructive, or soils the house.

Programs can be put in place to educate the public on the responsibilities of owning a pet and selecting a pet that will best suit there lifestyle.

Mandate that Animal Care and Control creates a citizen board that includes veterinarians, local rescue people, dog and cat fanciers that will help to creatively create public awareness by calling on the private sector to help.
